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Genetic diseases and their impact on marriage contracts "'A comparative jurisprudential study"*
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Abstract

Genetic diseases are among the health and social challenges that directly affect the stability of
the family and society as a whole, as they are transmitted through generations due to inherited
genetic defects. Due to the increasing rate of these diseases in lraqi society, which is
considered one of the environments where consanguineous marriage is prevalent, and as it is
one of the main and most significant causes of the transmission of genetic diseases, it has
become necessary to study their impact on marriage contracts. This research aims to shed
light on the nature of genetic diseases, their causes, and mechanisms of transmission, and to
clarify their effects at the time of concluding a marriage contract and afterward, whether they
constitute a religious or legal impediment to the contract, and to highlight the legal gaps in
addressing this issue. Moreover, it aims to analyze the legal and health role of pre-marital
medical examination, emphasizing the importance of awareness and early screenings in
reducing their spread. The study concluded that promoting genetic screening programs and
providing pre-marital medical counseling represent effective tools to protect the family and
reduce health burdens on society, along with highlighting the need to make some amendments
to certain provisions of the Iraqi Personal Status Law.
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