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Shattering the Idol: A Cultural Reading of the Elements of Design and Narrative
Form in the Monument of Abu al-Tayyib al-Mutanabbi.

Asst. Prof. Dr. Khadim Khudair Khadim
University of Shatra, College of Education for Women, Department of Arabic
Language.

Abstract:

This study seeks to present a critical—cultural reading of the Al-Mutanabbi Monument by
deconstructing its sculptural structure and narrative elements, which the sculptor
Mohammed Ghani Hikmat drew from the poetry of Al-Mutanabbi. He transformed the
details and rhetorical dimensions of these poems into the “clay” from which he molded the
monument’s spirit and structural features, converting the poetic text from the realm of
language into the space of mass and form. In doing so, he achieved a balanced fusion
between the poetic reference and the visual discourse In a parallel dimension, the study
also investigates the monument’s spatial transformations. The monument underwent a
journey across the streets and public squares of Baghdad before settling in its final location.
It was initially placed opposite the Central Library, then moved to Al-Balat Royal Square
and the entrance of Bayt al-Hikma, replacing the statue of the deposed president. These
relocations consistently generated shifts in meaning and symbolic tension between the
monument’s identity and the political or cultural space in which it was situated.
Keywords: Art, Authority, Popularity, Memory, Identity
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