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Abstract:
This research is a study of the morphological structure and the effect
of semantic meaning on it in the dictionary (Diwan al-Adab), which
is considered the first Arabic dictionary that adopted morphological
structures as a standard for arranging entries instead of the phonetic
or alphabetical arrangement followed by all other Arabic dictionaries.
The research presents the hypothesis that Al-Farabi’s morphological
methodology is not merely a formal procedure; rather, it is a semantic
orientation, as words are subject to meanings, which leads us to con-
clude that Al-Farabi’s morphological classification carries within it a
semantic orientation that leads to a diversity and abundance of mean-
ings, while controlling the subtle differences between similar and syn-
onymous words.
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The study adopted the descriptive analytical approach in control-
ling lexical texts and linking them to modern semantic theories and
the mechanisms of semantic inclusion according to Ullmann, who
sees the analysis in five consistent semantic patterns related to spe-
cific morphological structures, including: the indication of doubling
on intensity and exaggeration, the indication of the feminine ending
on specification, and the connection of the structure ( ¢d«ifalan) to
physiological and emotional conditions, as well as the indication of
the structures attached to the quadrilateral on size and extension, for
example.

Al-Farabi compiled a comprehensive dictionary that includes most

14
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aspects of the language, especially morphology and semantics, mak-

ing it a testament to the cognitive overlap between morphology and

semantics in the ancient heritage and an extension of what the mor-

phologists achieved in the field of morphology and what the moderns

achieved in the field of semantic development.

Keywords: Morphology, Semantic Orientation, Diwan al-Adab, Al-
Farabi, Lexicon, Semantics, Structures.
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