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Honor Killings: Between Social Custom and Criminal Law
A.M. Amal Abdul Hassan Alwan
Al-Qadisiyah University / College of Education for Women

Abstract

Murder, regardless of its motives or justifications, is a crime committed
against society, causing terror, fear, and insecurity. Therefore, the law must be
applied without leniency towards the perpetrator. Although honor killings are a
negative phenomenon that represents a significant part of Iraqi social culture,
they cannot be overlooked without punishing the victim. Since protecting
women from violence and preventing discrimination against them is the
responsibility of the state under international treaties and positive laws to protect
human rights in general and women's rights in particular, despite this protection,
violence against women and extrajudicial killings in the name of honor and
cleansing shame are still widespread. Women in Iraq still face harm and
violence because of their vulnerability in the name of honor. These violations, if
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they indicate anything, indicate the deterioration of human rights, especially
those of women. Violence based on discrimination against women is a
widespread problem in Iragi society since ancient times, and it may be due to
customs, traditions, and social norms that interpret the concept of honor far
removed from the teachings of the Islamic religion. In addition, the perpetrator
is aware of the existence of legal provisions in lragi law that reduce the
punishment when he commits his crime. There are provisions in this law that
reduce the punishment for those who commit murder in the name of cleansing
shame, according to special provisions explained in the Iraqi Penal Code. The
researcher reached a number of conclusions, including:
1-The community's weak awareness of religious concepts among most people
regarding how Islamic Sharia texts deal with issues of honor and moral crimes,
whether in terms of means of proof or methods of punishment.
2-The existence of certain legal provisions that mitigate the punishment for
honor killings.

Based on the study's findings, the researcher offers the following
recommendations:
1-The punishment imposed on perpetrators of adultery crimes must be
increased, with the necessity of adopting a legal framework that ensures an end
to these crimes.
2-Amend laws to align with human rights principles that condemn violence and
discrimination against women
Keywords: crime, murder, honor killing
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