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Abstract

International public relations strategies in promoting economic diplomacy:
An analytical study of the Iragi Embassy in Britain's Facebook page

Researcher: Duaa Qasim Jabbar Mahdi
Supervisor: Dr. Kareem Meshet Zalaf

In light of global economic changes and increasing competition among
nations for economic influence, economic diplomacy is currently one of
the essential tools used by countries to achieve their interests and enhance
their presence on the international stage. With technological advancements
and the growing reliance on social media as an effective and rapid
communication tool, embassies have been able to perform public relations
roles immediately and effectively, thereby contributing to the enhancement
of a country's economic image

Therefore, this study aimed to understand how the objectives of economic
diplomacy, pursued by the Iragi Embassy in the UK through its
international public relations activities on Facebook, were utilized. The
researcher employed a descriptive methodology, utilizing content analysis
to analyze the embassy's posts from October 27, 2022, to November 11,
2025. The researcher reached several conclusions, most notably: that the
embassy's economic diplomacy objectives, as demonstrated by its
international public relations, constitute a communication system
supporting Iragi economic diplomacy goals. This system achieved three
functions: building a positive image of the country, fostering trust, and
promoting cooperation and encouraging investment and trade. The study
also found that the embassy's media discourse was dominated by economic
and humanitarian perspectives, and that its digital diplomacy presented
Irag as a practical development actor focused on actions and results, rather
than ideologies and conflicts. Furthermore, the study indicated that
international public relations strategies were employed in a long-term
manner, emphasizing the portrayal of Iraq as an economically open country
and a reliable partner in international cooperation. In addition to employing
rational persuasion, which is the most common approach used by the
embassy, and completely avoiding the use of intimidation tactics, the
embassy also advocated for building an international reputation through
integrated economic diplomacy indicators, starting with image building
and extending to community engagement at the international level.
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