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The psychological and educational dimensions of rehabilitation policies in
Hilla Correctional Prison: An anthropological study
Reserch.Ahmed Jassim Hadi
Dr. Salwan Fawzi alubaydi
Department of Sociology/ College of Arts / University of Babylon
Abstract

This study aims to analyze the psychological and educational dimensions inherent
in rehabilitation policies implemented within the Hilla Correctional Facility, using
an anthropological approach that seeks to understand the gap between the official
rehabilitation program and the inmates' lived reality. The research focused on
exploring the mechanisms of psychological and educational control and how
inmates respond to them, while also analyzing the cultural and social factors that
influence the effectiveness of these rehabilitation programs. The study employed an
anthropological approach (descriptive analysis) using a case study methodology,
with fieldwork conducted at the Hilla Correctional Facility. Data collection tools
included participant observation and in-depth interviews with a purposive sample
of 28 individuals, comprising 18 inmates and 10 staff members, to ensure diverse
perspectives on the rehabilitation process. The study reached several conclusions,
most notably that rehabilitation policies face structural challenges stemming from
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the overlap between the official organizational structure and the subculture of the
prison, which imposes its own rules within the prison walls. The findings also
revealed the role of informal social networks in reshaping the inmate's
psychological identity, sometimes leading to coping patterns that conflict with
stated educational goals. The study concludes that rehabilitation programs must be
developed based on an understanding of the cultural and social specificities of the
prison environment to ensure genuine social reintegration.

Keywords: Psychological dimensions, educational policies, rehabilitation, Hilla
prison
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