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Linguistic Economy in Arabic: A Study of Ellipsis and Abbreviation 

Abstract  Keywords: 

This research examines the phenomenon of linguistic economy in the Arabic language 
from a modern linguistic perspective, focusing on two principal mechanisms: ellipsis 
and abbreviation as the most prominent manifestations of this phenomenon in Arabic 
linguistic structure. The study seeks to ground this concept within both classical and 
modern Arabic linguistic scholarship, and to identify its levels within the Arabic 
language system across phonological, morphological, syntactic, and semantic 
dimensions. 
The research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology in studying linguistic 
phenomena through the extrapolation and analysis of classical texts, alongside a 
comparative approach that highlights the distinctiveness of Arabic in its employment of 
linguistic economy relative to other languages. 
The study arrived at a number of key findings, most notably: that linguistic economy in 
Arabic is not an emergent phenomenon but rather an inherent and deeply rooted feature 
of its structure; that the mechanism of ellipsis represents the most refined form of 
economy in syntactic constructions; and that derivational and morphological 
abbreviation constitutes one of the most powerful instruments for generating and 
condensing meaning in Arabic. 
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