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Abstract

This study examines normative judgments in grammatical analysis as
employed by al-Baqilt through an investigation of the terms he used to
prefer one linguistic construction over another, namely: al-awla (the
preferable), al-ma ‘raf (the well-known), al-sha i * (the common), al-fashr
(the widespread), and al-kathir (the frequent). The study demonstrates that
these terms are neither arbitrary nor synonymous in his usage; rather, they
perform precise functions that reflect varying degrees of normative
strength in Arabic usage. The term al-awla denotes the most preferable and
strongest option both analogically and by attested usage, especially in cases
where, if the deletion of an entire construction is permissible, the deletion
of one of its parts is considered more appropriate. Al-ma ruf refers to what
has become prevalent and well established in Arabic speech and is adopted
as a criterion for clarity and eloquence upon which grammatical analogy is
based. Al-sha’i* indicates forms whose usage has become frequent and
dominant among possible alternatives. Al-fashi, by contrast, signifies
extensive diffusion and firmly established circulation in usage, carrying a
stronger normative implication than mere frequency. Finally, al-kathir
expresses an abundance and multiplicity of attestations without necessarily
reaching the level of complete regularity. The study concludes that al-
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Baqili relied on these judgments as normative, preferential indicators,
enabling him to ground his grammatical choices in solid attested usage.
This reflects the precision of his methodological approach and his acute
awareness of the subtle distinctions between levels of usage in the Arabic
language.
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