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Religious Silence in Judaism and Christianity: A Study of the
Unspoken Spaces in Doctrinal Discourse

Asst. Prof. Dr. Talal Ahmad Abdullah Al-Jumaili

Sunni Endowment Office
Abstract

This study explores a subtle dimension within comparative theological
discourse: the realm defined not by what is spoken, but by what remains
unspoken. The research examines the concept of religious silence in Judaism
and Christianity as an active epistemic structure shaping theological meaning
rather than a mere linguistic absence. It proceeds from the central assumption
that unarticulated spaces play a decisive role in regulating doctrinal expression
and guiding interpretive trajectories across religious history. The study adopts a
comparative analytical methodology drawing on hermeneutics and the
philosophy of religious language, alongside textual analysis of manifestations of
silence within sacred texts and interpretive traditions. It traces multiple forms of
religious silence, including apophatic theology, the concealment of the divine
name in Jewish tradition, the economy of expressing divine attributes in
Christian theology, and the role of intentional ambiguity and textual omission in
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generating open layers of meaning. The research also examines the epistemic
and institutional functions of silence, highlighting its role in safeguarding the
sacred, regulating interpretive authority, and enabling subsequent theological
transformations. The analysis demonstrates that religious silence often shapes
interpretive dynamics more profoundly than explicit doctrinal statements.
Unspoken spaces become generative sites for spiritual and philosophical
meaning, particularly within mystical and esoteric strands of Judaism and
Christianity. The study concludes that theological discourse within monotheistic
traditions cannot be fully understood without recognizing its silent dimension, as
silence operates as an epistemic horizon that defines both the possibilities and
limits of religious expression while opening new avenues for comparative
inquiry beyond text-centered approaches.

Keywords: Religious Silence; Apophatic Theology; Comparative Theology;
The Unspoken; Theological Hermeneutics.
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