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Abstract:
Environmental awareness is a crucial element in achieving sustainable development on the
ground, particularly in the fight against drugs. This fight is no longer limited to security
measures but has evolved to encompass sustainable development as a comprehensive
approach that addresses the root causes of the problem. This shift aligns with the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), especially Goal 3 (Good Health and
Well-being), Goal 4 (Quality Education), and Goal 16 (Peace, Justice, and Sustainable
Development). This is achieved by focusing on studying the geographical distribution of
users of crystal meth, Captagon, morphine, and heroin across Iragi governorates. The
study also aims to provide comprehensive prevention and capacity building for drug users,
highlighting hospitals and facilities that treat drug users, including Al-Ataa Hospital for
Addiction Treatment and Psychological Rehabilitation, Ibn Rushd Hospital for Mental and
Psychological Diseases, Al-Rashad Hospital for Mental and Psychological Diseases, and
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Al-Shifa Center for Addiction Patients in Baghdad's Medical City. This research also
emphasizes sustainable development as a means of building a society capable of protecting
its members. In light of awareness, education, and media campaigns regarding drug-
related laws, this research aims to integrate awareness programs on drug types, their
geographical distribution, health risks, and how to avoid them. It also seeks to support
security agencies in identifying and reporting suspicious cases, as well as empower young
drug users and create a healthy environment for them. Therefore, this research identifies
the age groups most vulnerable to drug use in Iraq, categorized by gender and occupation.
Furthermore, it addresses the laws and penalties imposed on drug users and how to
transform drug users from criminals into patients in need of care. This includes providing
free or low-cost, high-quality treatment services for addicts in specialized hospitals,
ultimately aiming to reintegrate them as productive members of society.

Keywords: Environmental Awareness, Drugs, Health Risks , Legal Procedures,
Psychotropic Substances, Sustainable development
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