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Social conditions in Baghdad through the writings of French travelers
Olivier is a model
Haidar Abd Al-Amir Hassan
Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Education

Abstract

Travel books are one of the important sources in historical studies because
they shed light on the social, political and economic events during the
period that travelers arrive in that country. The travelers’ goals were many
and varied and were not limited to a specific reason, but rather there were
a group of religious, economic and political reasons. As for the trip of
Olivier, the scientist and doctor, it was one of the trips that acquired a
commercial and economic character that served the French government,
which was in competition with Britain, especially after the Ottoman Em-
pire granted privileges to the Europeans. Therefore, we note that Olivier’s
observations did not focus on the social aspects only by describing the
Baghdadi society and the nature of its living, but rather included aspects
Economic, goods, shops, and materials used in the lives of Baghdadis, but
he gave them a social character by focusing on customs, traditions, and
population in general. The goal of his sending by the French government
was to collect information about the Ottoman lands and their surroundings
and about the possibility of developing trade relations with their territories.

Key words: Olivier, Baghdad, France.
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