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Abstract:

This research examines the problem of democratic transition in Iraq after 2003 by
analyzing the crisis of power transfer between constitutional legitimacy and political
power-sharing arrangements. The study is based on the assumption that, despite
adopting a permanent constitution, electoral mechanisms, and a multiparty system,
Iraq still suffers from a stalled democratic transition due to structural and political
distortions that have hindered the establishment of a stable democratic order.

The research focuses on the theoretical framework of democratic transition and
explains the specificity of the Iraqi case as a hybrid regime combining formal
democratic institutions with sectarian and consociational practices. It also discusses
the role of the 2005 Iragi Constitution in regulating the transfer of power, with
particular emphasis on the constitutional controversy surrounding Article 76
concerning the largest parliamentary bloc and its implications for repeated political
crises in government formation.

The study further examines the impact of sectarian and ethnic quota-sharing on
weakening citizenship, undermining the concepts of political majority and
parliamentary opposition, and limiting the effectiveness of democratic governance. In
addition, it analyzes the role of elections, political parties, and civil society
organizations in either supporting or obstructing democratic transition. The research
also highlights the influence of external actors, the decline of public trust in the
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political process, and the role of the October 2019 protests in redefining political
legitimacy on the basis of citizenship, justice, and genuine representation.

The research concludes that the success of democratic transition in lIraq requires
profound reforms, including amendments to certain constitutional provisions,
electoral system reform, strengthening judicial independence, rebuilding political
parties on a national basis, and shifting from the legitimacy of sectarian components
to the legitimacy of citizenship as the true foundation for building a stable and
democratic state.
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