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The Ruling on Depicting the Prophets (peace be upon them) and the Companions (may
God be pleased with them) in Dramatic Works (A Study in Light of Islamic
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Abstract

Praise be to God, and prayers and peace be upon our master Muhammad, his family and companions, all
of them. This research addresses the ruling on the portrayal of the prophets, peace be upon them, and the
companions, may God be pleased with them, in dramatic works from the perspective of Islamic
jurisprudence. After the emergence and diversification of media, series and films appeared on television
screens that broadcast religious stories. It was necessary to study this topic and explain its
jurisprudential rulings. We have addressed in it the most important definitions, including: the ruling, the
prophets, the companions, and drama, explaining the opinions of the jurists and discussing their
statements Scholars differed on this matter, holding four opinions: The first considers the depiction of
prophets and companions absolutely forbidden, based on the veneration of their status and the fear of
offense or distortion, in addition to the principle of averting harm. The second permits depiction under
certain conditions, considering the absence of an explicit text prohibiting it, provided that the message is
not distorted. The third forbids the depiction of prophets but permits the depiction of companions under
certain guidelines, while the fourth differentiates between companions, prohibiting the depiction of
prominent ones but permitting others The research discussed the evidence presented by each side,
drawing from the Quran, Sunnah, reason, and jurisprudential principles. It emphasized that the potential
harms—such as diminishing the stature of the figures or misrepresenting them—outweigh the
anticipated benefits. The research concluded that the prohibition of depicting prophets is the stronger
argument, given their exalted status and infallibility, which cannot be portrayed. It also affirmed that the
issue of depiction is not merely artistic, but touches upon Islamic faith and conscience. Therefore, it is
preferable to present their biographies in ways that preserve their dignity without direct representation.

* Dr. Eman Abdul Nassif Muhammad Al-Jawari

eman.abd.na20@uosamarra.edu.ig
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