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Crusader ambitions towards the Islamic east and Byzantine lands from a western perspective

Abstract:

In this research , we examined the crusader ambitions towards the Islamic east and Byantine lands as written
by western historians , moving beyond the justficatory narratives prevalent in the Middle ages . These were
not merely religious campaigns ; they also possessed political , economic , and expansionist ambitions
towards the Islamic world and Byzantine territories . western studies have confirmed that the relationship
between the Crusaders and the Byzantines was not one of close alliance but rather characterized by tension .
while Byzantine sought to employ the Crusaders as a military force to reclaim its lost possessions , the
Crusaders viewed it as a weak empire whose lands could be conquered . Thomas asbridge clarified this
perspective , and this contradiction reached its peak during the Fourth Crusade , which ended with the fall of
Constantinople — an event that western historians consider conclusive evidence of the transformation of
Crusader ambition from a holy liberation to an expansionist project.

The late 5™ century ah/ 11" century ce witnessed pope Urban 11 call the first Crusade at the Council of
Clermont , where he portrayed the Islamic east as a land that must be liberated for salvation and God's saver
under the guise of a holy war , or a just war. While the arabs called it a defensive war, he intended to manage
the expansionist project of the catholic church's possessions. Contemporary western and Latin historians of
the crusades recognized these ambitions , which aimed to seize Jerusalem for religious and political reasons,
and then expand as far as Egypt . this is evident in the campaign of Louis Ix . In any case , western historians
reassessed the Crusades and described them as a complex project with dual ambitions : expansion towards the
Islamic east and domination of the Byzantine Christian east.

Keywords: Crusader, Crusades, Islamic east , Byzantine empire , western historians .
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