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Abstract:

The Algerian Revolution broke out against the French occupation
(1954-1962). During the revolution, the General Staff was established in
1960 as one of the most important military and organizational institutions
that contributed to restructuring the National Liberation Army (ALN)
during the final phase of the liberation struggle against French
colonialism, and it was led by Houari Boumédiéne. The circumstances
that led to the creation of the General Staff in 1960 represented an
attempt to reunify the military command and regulate field operations for
the National Liberation Army. Houari Boumédiene played a pivotal role in
reorganizing the border army, establishing new military corps, and
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utilizing the expertise of officers who defected from the French army in
the fields of training, planning, and organization. This was in addition to
the nature of the tasks assigned to the General Staff, whether related to
supervising military operations, or organizing affairs of supply,
armament, and intelligence, as well as its role in unifying the units of the
National Liberation Army both inside and outside the borders.

Disputes also emerged between the General Staff and the
Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic (GPRA) during the final
stage of the revolution, particularly against the backdrop of the Evian
Accords negotiations (1961-1962). The General Staff believed that
some of the concessions made to France represented an infringement
on national sovereignty and a continuation of colonial influence within
independent Algeria. The influence of the General Staff escalated, along
with its alliance with Ahmed Ben Bella, resulting in the transition of the
conflict from the organizational sphere to political and military
competition over power, leading up to the crisis of the summer of 1962,
which formed a decisive turning point in contemporary Algerian history.
The General Staff was not merely a military institution linked to
managing combat operations; rather, it transformed into an influential
political force capable of reshaping the balance of power within the
Algerian Revolution. It contributed directly to shifting the center of gravity
from the political leadership to the military establishment, which was
subsequently reflected in the nature of the political system in Algeria
after independence
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