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Abstract

The symbol is one of the most profound and complex terms because it
opens the text to multiple interpretations in constructing and embodying
meaning. It can be a sign, a word, an event, an image, etc., whose
significance is not confined to the immediate, apparent level, but rather
refers to a deeper level understood through suggestion and interpretation.
Therefore, the symbol is a complex semantic structure that carries multiple
meanings within a single word, in addition to the variation in its
connotations depending on the reader's culture and the context in which it
appears.

The novel "The Sweet One" is based on the embodiment of Iraqi
reality after the fall of Baghdad in 2003. It depicts the events of the
sectarian war and its psychological effects on society in general, and on
women in particular, by conveying the tragedy that women endure in a
society that shows no mercy.

The novel's premise rests on the heroine, Rayhana, possessing
dazzling beauty and captivating charm. Furthermore, she exudes a fragrant
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scent that allures the reader, whether male or female, transporting them to a
world brimming with emotions and passions that culminate in physical
pleasure and the fulfillment of sexual desires.

Accordingly, the research is divided into an introduction and a main
body. The introduction examines the concept of symbolism linguistically
and technically, then explains its importance and function in literary texts.
The main body provides a theoretical framework for understanding the
relationship between symbolism and the novel, as well as clarifying the
types of symbolism as they appear in the novel "Al-Hilwa" (The Sweet
One). These include political symbolism, natural symbolism, heritage
symbolism, religious symbolism, and finally, mythological symbolism.
These are arranged according to their frequency of occurrence in the novel.
The research concludes with a summary of the findings, along with a list of
sources and references.
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