
 

729 

 

 

Thesis in Grammar of (Wa'Arjulekum) in The verse of ablution 

For Mustafa Bin Muhammed Bin Mustafa Al-koozelhassary Al-Hanafi 
nicknamed Khulossi (d: 1215) 

 

Abstract  Keywords: 

This study addresses a grammatical issue pertaining to the interpretation of the Qurʾānic verse: “and your feet up to 

the ankles” (Qurʾān 5:6). It does so through an analysis of the syntactic parsing (iʿrāb) of the word “arjulakum” 
(“your feet”) and the juridical implications that arise therefrom—namely, whether the verse indicates the obligation 

of washing the feet or merely wiping over them during ablution (wuḍūʾ). 
      The study begins by presenting the canonical Qurʾānic readings of the word in question, which occur in two 

forms: the accusative (naṣb), coordinated with “your faces” and “your hands,” thereby indicating the washing of the 
feet; and the genitive (jarr), coordinated with “your heads,” which may suggest the act of wiping. It then proceeds to 

examine the grammatical problem generated by these divergent syntactic orientations, surveying the views of 

leading grammarians and exegetes, including explanations based on adjacency (ʿaṭf al-jawār), ellipsis (taqdīr), and 

semantic alignment (ḥaml ʿalā al-maʿnā). 
      The study ultimately favors the genitive construction as the stronger reading from a formal linguistic 

perspective, while interpreting “wiping” metaphorically to mean “washing,” based on established usages in Arabic 

and the principle of metaphorical generality. At the same time, it critiques the accusative coordination with “your 

faces” on the grounds of structural difficulties, particularly the separation between coordinated elements. 

       The analysis is further supported by authentic Prophetic traditions (aḥādīth) that unequivocally indicate the 
obligation of washing the feet, including reports that censure the neglect of washing the heels. These evidences 

confirm that the intended legal ruling cannot be confined to the ظاهر (apparent) sense of wiping. 
The study concludes that both readings—accusative and genitive—are linguistically valid and authentically 

transmitted within the Qurʾānic recitational tradition. However, the established juridical implication, corroborated 
by the Prophetic Sunnah, affirms the obligation of washing the feet in ablution. The genitive reading, therefore, is to 

be understood in light of metaphorical interpretation rather than as contradicting the established legal ruling. 

       In doing so, the study clearly demonstrates the integration between grammatical analysis  and principles of legal 

inference (uṣūl al-fiqh), highlighting the central role of Arabic linguistic sciences in regulating and elucidating the 

legal meanings of the Qurʾānic text. 
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