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Abstract:

Prior to the French occupation, Algeria experienced a severe decline in public
health conditions due to the prevalence of infectious diseases such as the plague and
smallpox, compounded by a lack of medical resources and the absence of a structured
healthcare system. Following the onset of French colonization in 1830, these
conditions worsened as colonial policies undermined the economic and agricultural
foundations of the country. This led to the outbreak of devastating epidemics,
including cholera, malaria, and leishmaniasis, alongside recurring famines—most
notably the Great Famine of 18661868, which resulted in catastrophic loss of life.
Additionally, natural disasters such as prolonged droughts and locust infestations
.played a significant role in exacerbating the crisis

The French colonial administration implemented certain sanitary measures,
including the enforcement of quarantines, the establishment of health institutions, and
the organization of vaccination campaigns; however, the benefits of these initiatives
for the indigenous population remained profoundly limited. This study demonstrates
that these epidemics and famines were not merely natural phenomena but were
inextricably linked to colonial policies. These crises had far-reaching socio-economic
consequences, characterized by a decline in production, increased migration, and a
dramatic rise in mortality rates across Algeria
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