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The political and social role of municipal councils in Iraq
(A historical study) 1921-1958
Abstract:

This research examines municipal councils in Irag from 1921 to 1958 through three main
sections: their origins and historical development, their political role, and their social role. The
study concludes that these councils have deep roots in the history of ancient Iraq and
crystallized more clearly during the Ottoman era. They were later reorganized under British
occupation and the monarchy. Despite the enactment of important legislation to regulate their
work, their political role remained weak and limited due to their subordination to the central
authority. However, they made significant contributions to social and service sectors such as
health, sanitation, education, transportation, and market regulation, in addition to their role in
disseminating culture and strengthening social solidarity. With the establishment of the
republic in 1958, municipal councils underwent a transformation in their nature towards direct
popular participation. Through this trajectory, it becomes clear that the experience of
municipal councils in Iraq represented a fundamental pillar in building local administration
and a preliminary laboratory for the concept of self-governance, despite its political and
structural shortcomings.
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