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Abstract

This This study examines a subtle aspect of the grammatical thought of Imam
Ibn Malik, namely what may be termed the "third position" between
permissibility and prohibition, through an investigation of the rulings of rarity
and limited usage found in his Alfiyyah. The significance of this topic lies in its
revelation of a distinctive evaluative approach adopted by Ibn Malik that, to the
best of our knowledge, has not previously been the subject of an independent
study. Rather than adhering strictly to the Basran position of prohibition or the
Kufan tendency toward broader permissibility, Ibn Malik pursued a middle
course in which certain linguistic phenomena were acknowledged as acceptable
on the basis of their limited occurrenc The study aims to clarify the nature of
this approach, uncover its scholarly foundations, and determine the extent of its
relationship to linguistic transmission and analogy. This is achieved through an
examination of a number of grammatical issues that Ibn Malik classified as rare
or described using synonymous expressions indicating limited usage. The study
concludes that 1bn Malik uniquely transformed rarity from a merely descriptive
linguistic label into a grammatical judgment possessing evaluative and
preferential significance. It also demonstrates that expressions denoting rarity in
the Alfiyyah are not incidental, but rather reflect a coherent scholarly
methodology that balances transmitted usage and analogical reasoning,
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recognizing the linguistic legitimacy of a phenomenon without equating it with
widely attested and productive forms. Furthermore, the study shows that Ibn
Malik adopted a moderate approach to analogy, permitting analogical extension
from rarely attested forms only to the extent warranted by their occurrence,
without either excessive expansion or complete rejection. This reflects the
precision of his scholarship and his concern for reconciling actual Arabic usage
with the principles of grammatical codification.

Keywords: (Ibn Malik, rarity, permissibility, prohibition, Alfiyyah).
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