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Mixed Methods in Arab Educational Research: Philosophical
Foundations, Designs, and Challenges

Abstract

Contemporary educational research has witnessed a profound methodological transformation
marked by the emergence of mixed methods as a third methodological movement that transcends
the traditional dichotomy between quantitative and qualitative paradigms. This study addresses the
central problem that Arab educational research still suffers from a notable delay in adopting and
rigorously employing these methods, despite the fact that the nature of educational phenomena in
the Arab context — with their cultural, social, and institutional complexities — demands more
comprehensive and flexible approaches. The study adopted the analytical descriptive method to
examine the foundational Arab and international methodological literature in this field, analyzing
the philosophical underpinnings of mixed methods — particularly pragmatism — presenting the
four major research designs (convergent, explanatory sequential, exploratory sequential, and
embedded), and discussing the philosophical, methodological, and practical challenges facing the
integration of quantitative and qualitative data within the Arab research context. The study
concluded that mixed methods represent an epistemological necessity rather than merely an
additional methodological option, and that their effective utilization in Arab educational research
depends on providing specialized methodological training for researchers, developing graduate-
level curricula in colleges of education, and fostering a culture of justified methodological
integration rather than mere imitation. The study offered a set of practical recommendations and
future research proposals.

Keywords: Mixed Methods, Arab Educational Research, Pragmatism, Mixed Methods Designs,
Data Integration, Methodological Challenges, Colleges of Education.
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