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Abstract:

The Arab-Islamic civilization elevated that ancient and vast heritage, to which various
nations and peoples of different ethnicities and sects had contributed. Islam brought them
together and unified them, leading to a distinguished intellectual production that effectively
contributed to shaping the concept of civilization. Each historical era, after all, has had its
own civilization shaped by the nature of the ruling authority at the time Thus, when power in
Egypt and the Levant passed to at the expense of the Fatimid Caliphate, and the Ayyubid
state was established in Egypt and the Levant (567-648 AH / 1171-1250 CE), Salah al-Din
and his successors worked to establish schools in Egypt dedicated to the Shafi‘i school of
thought. These schools soon assumed a leading position among institutions representing
other religious legal schools. They received particular attention from the Ayyubid sultans, as
Ayyubid rule was characterized by its adherence to the Shafi‘i doctrine throughout its reign.
The Ayyubids ensured support and patronage for these schools, whether state-run or private.
As a result, they succeeded in attracting leading scholars of the Islamic world to teach in their
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institutions. These schools played a major role in spreading the sciences of jurisprudence
(figh), Qur’anic exegesis (tafsir), Hadith, Qur’anic recitations, and other fields of knowledge.
Moreover, they also fulfilled significant social and political roles in Egypt during the
Ayyubid era.
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