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Abstract
The research problem stems from the question of the nature of
symbolism in contemporary Iraqi visual art, and how it is
constructed as a semantic system that transcends the formal
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dimension, particularly in the work of the visual artist Faiq Al-
Aboudi, and the extent to which this symbolism contributes to
embodying Iragi cultural identity within a contemporary visual
discourse. It is observed that in the Iragi experience, the symbol is
not employed as a decorative element, but rather as an intellectual
and aesthetic structure that expresses memory, belonging, and
existential anxiety, which necessitates an analytical study that
reveals its construction mechanisms and meanings.

The research aims to analyze the symbolic depth in the works of
the artist Faig Al-Aboudi, to reveal the sources of his symbols and
the mechanisms of their formation, and to explain their
relationship to the cultural and social heritage, while clarifying
their impact on building a contemporary Iragi visual identity that
combines local particularity and the comprehensive human
dimension.

The importance of the research lies in the fact that it contributes
to expanding the theoretical understanding of symbolism in
contemporary lIraqi visual art, and provides an analytical reading
that sheds light on a distinctive artistic experience, thus enhancing
critical studies that link formal analysis with the cultural and
social context.

The research adopted a descriptive-analytical approach, deemed
suitable for the nature of art studies. The selected works were
meticulously described, and their formal and symbolic structures
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were analyzed based on the theoretical framework, which
included: the symbol as a complex semantic structure; its
relationship to the cultural and social context; its local and popular
sources; the dialectical relationship between form and content; and
the stylistic specificity in constructing the symbolic sign. The
research sample consisted of three deliberately selected paintings
created between Y:Y¢ and Y- Yo, chosen for their clear symbolic
presence and diverse visual meanings.

The research concluded that symbolism in Faiq Al-Aboudi's
works represents an alternative visual language to direct
expression, based on reducing and intensifying the sign within a
cohesive formal structure, where color, line, and composition
become tools for producing meaning. The findings also revealed
that the artist's symbolism is rooted in a local cultural reservoir
drawn from heritage and collective memory, yet it is reformulated
within a contemporary abstract vision that grants it human
dimensions open to interpretation. The study demonstrated that
symbolism in this experience is not merely a formal approach, but
a conscious intellectual and aesthetic stance that contributes to
building a contemporary visual discourse reflecting Iragi cultural
identity in its interaction with social and existential

transformations.
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