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Al-Jahiz and the Book (Verifying the attribution of the book to Sibawayh)
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Abstract

The book attributed to Sibawayh is the first book that compiles many of the principles of
grammar and morphology. No book before it has reached us that has compiled this
material in such a comprehensive way. People used to call it, due to the importance of
this book, “the Qur’an of Grammar.” It is also mentioned that one of the grammarians of
Andalusia used to finish reading the book every fifteen days as if he were reciting it like
the Qur’an.People have differed in attributing (the book) to its true author. This research
deals with the issue of confirming the attribution of (the book) to Sibawayh by knowing
Al-Jahiz’s statements about the book in books of biographies and translations, and Al-
Jahiz’s own books, since Al-Jahiz witnessed the time of the book’s appearance.The
research is divided into an introduction and three sections. The introduction provides a
brief overview of Sibawayh, while the first section introduces the book.The second
section includes a biography of al-Jahiz, and the third section contains al-Jahiz's
comments on the book as found in biographical works and his other writings.

" Prof. Dr. Suha Saadoun Jassim
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