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Miracles in Sufi Orders:
Between Support and Criticism

DR. Mohammad AL Aziz Bin Zakor

Abstract

The article addresses the issue of supernatural phenomena in Sufi orders
between affirmation and denunciation, beginning with an analysis of the
concept of the supernatural in its general human dimension and its specific
Islamic context. It distinguishes between the prophetic miracle associated
with prophethood and the saintly miracle attributed to the awliya’. It presents
the positions of supporters who consider saintly miracles as signs of spiritual
authority and righteousness, drawing on hagiographical heritage and the
legacy of Sufi orders. In contrast, it highlights the objections of jurists, certain
reformist Sufis, and renaissance thinkers who regarded many supernatural
claims as religious innovations, divine trial or deception, or charlatanism
contradicting the essence of the Shari‘ah. It also shows that the phenomenon
has a broad human and cultural extension; however, its inflation within the
sphere of Sufi orders has produced wide theological and social debate. It
concludes by emphasizing the necessity of a balanced scholarly approach that
distinguishes between authentic saintly grace and superstitious deviation, in

order to preserve the purity and original spirit of Sufism.

Keywords:Sufism«Supernaturalphenomena<Miracle«Saintly

miracle.Charlatanism.Sufi orders Saint
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