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Slavoj Zizek; On Deconstructing Ideology and
Exposing Its Deception
Prof. Ismael Noori AL Rubaie
Abstract

Slavoj Zizek looks to critique and deconstruct ideology, including the
essential relationship between reality, desire, and the symbolic order. He
posits that ideology is not about false consciousness but rather constitutes a
structure for the way reality is perceived. Seeking to capture the fundamental
tensions in ideologies, Zizek draws on Marx’s concept of commodity worship,
where social relations between people are obscured by relations between
commodities. He argues that this worship is not a misperception but a condition
for the proper functioning of capitalism; on the one hand, it enables people to
satisfy their desires while turning a blind eye to real exploitation. Zizek also
critically examines contemporary cynical attitudes that make people aware
of ideological manipulations but do not prevent them from participating in
them. This cynical attitude does not imply a post-ideological stance; rather, it
is an indication of a deeper entrenchment within the ideological illusions that
structure social reality. As he points out, illusions are part of everyday reality,
and they are part of how individuals deal with their desires and identities

within their living environments.

Keywords: ideological enjoyment, the big other, high things, fantasy,

ideological cynicism, collective identity, ideological enmeshments.
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