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The Morality of Law & Politics: A reading in the Occidental Recent Thoughts

Professor Dr. Alaa Kareem al-Anzy
College of Law / University of Babylon

Abstract: This study examines the ethical relationship between law and politics through an
analysis of contemporary Western legal thought, focusing on the philosophy of Lon L. Fuller
in The Morality of Law. It explores Fuller’s theory of the “internal morality of law” and its
critiqgue of legal positivism and the separation between law and morality. The study also
discusses the ideas of major contemporary thinkers, including H. L. A. Hart, Ronald Dworkin,
John Finnis, and Jirgen Habermas, concerning legal legitimacy and the limits of political
authority. The study concludes that law cannot function as a neutral technical instrument
detached from justice and human rights, and that genuine legal legitimacy depends on respect
for human dignity and ethical limitations on political power.
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