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Qadhf on Social Media Platforms in Islamic Figh
Assistant teacher: Anas Abdul-Jabbar Sabah

University of Samarra / College of Islamic Sciences / Department of Sharia
Abstract

The Islamic legal system aims to establish a coherent social order capable of
fulfilling humanity’s responsibility of developing and sustaining life on earth. To
achieve this purpose, Islamic law provides comprehensive protection for the
fundamental interests upon which both individual and communal welfare depend.
These interests are commonly referred to by Muslim jurists as the five essential
objectives of the Shari‘ah: the preservation of religion, life, intellect, lineage and
honor and property. Among these objectives, the protection of honor occupies a
significant position due to its close relationship with human dignity and social
integrity. Honor represents a moral value through which individuals acquire esteem
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within society and preserve their personal reputation. The preservation of honor is
not merely an independent legal objective; it also serves as an effective means of
safeguarding lineage and ensuring the stability of family relations. For this reason,
classical jurists frequently associated the protection of honor with the preservation
of lineage and progeny. Through this objective, Islamic law seeks to prevent
uncertainty in genealogical affiliation, protect the rights of future generations
preserve family cohesion, and maintain social stability. Recognizing the importance
of these values, Islamic law established a comprehensive framework of ethical
directives and legal rulings intended to protect personal honor and public morality.
These measures range from preventive regulations, such as lowering the gaze and
observing standards of modest conduct, to punitive provisions, including the
prescribed penalties for illicit sexual relations and for falsely accusing chaste
individuals of sexual misconduct. Collectively, these rulings demonstrate the
centrality of honor within the broader objectives of the Shari‘ah and its role in
preserving both individual dignity and societal order.
The emergence and rapid expansion of social media platforms have created new
environments in which defamatory statements, insults, and false accusations can be
disseminated with unprecedented speed and reach. As Islamic law is founded upon
principles that remain applicable across changing circumstances, defamatory
accusations communicated through digital platforms are subject to the same legal
characterization as those expressed verbally. In some respects, online defamation
may produce even greater harm because of its capacity to spread indecent
allegations to wider audiences and to prolong their impact Accordingly the
prohibition of such conduct remains firmly grounded in the primary sources of
Islamic law, namely the Qur’an, the Sunnah, and the consensus of Muslim jurists.
Keywords: Qadhf, Social Media, Islamic Figh, Protection of Hono, Hudud,
Cybercrimes.
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