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Ethics in Miskawayh's thought:

its origins and philosophical foundations (and the balance
between desires and reason as a model)

Asst. Prof. Dr. Ali Jameel Abd AL-Mousawi

Abstract:

Miskawayh’s ethical philosophy is one of the most prominent
contributions to Islamic philosophical thought, offering a rational
explanation of ethics based on the balance between the mind, desires,
soul, and body. In his philosophy, the mind is considered the fundamental
element that guides human behavior and regulates desires, with virtue
being achieved only through this balance. Miskawayh emphasized the
pursuit of virtue and happiness, asserting that true happiness can only
be attained by controlling desires and purifying the soul from passions
. This will be the aim of our paper in addition to his attitude toward
freedom and responsibility.

Keywords: Miskawayh's philosophy - Islamic ethics - virtue - reason and
desires - inner balance - true happiness - Greek philosophical influence - self-

control
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