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Abstract

Praise be to God who made eloquence a path to unveiling meaning and
endowed language with the power to shape moral systems within
societies.
This study examines Al-Bukhala’ (The Book of Misers) by Lalsll as an
Abbasid prose text that reconstructs social values through narrative
representations of hospitality and food. The research argues that
hospitality in Al-Bukhala’ functions not merely as a social practice but as
a moral criterion through which individuals are evaluated and categorized.
Employing a linguistic—cultural approach, the study analyzes lexical fields
related to food and guests and situates them within the broader Abbasid
urban context. It demonstrates that Al-Jahiz employs satire, storytelling,
and linguistic construction to produce a critical moral discourse reflecting
transformations in Abbasid society, where hospitality becomes a marker of

ethical identity and social belonging.
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