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Abstract
The book nuzhat Al- Jalsa’a fi Women’s Poetry” by Al-Suyuti is considered one of the most famous
works in which the author translated forty Arab poets, “the poets” between the East and the West,
and presented to us good examples of their poetry. Al-Suyuti wanted to collect for us in his book
what remained of the “poetic greatness” of women that had been lost in the past. Here, Al-Suyuti
presented an author who opened our eyes to a color of women’s lives in the Arab East (especially
Baghdad) and to women’s lives in the Arab Maghreb (Andalusia). This indicates the spread of
Andalusian culture in the Levantine environment, so Al-Suyuti chose poets from modern women
rather than earlier Arab women, and he explained this by the abundance of the latter. The poetic
purposes of Al-Jalasa’s Picnic were varied: from flirtation, wisdom, praise, reproach, preaching, and
asceticism to nostalgia, pride, and lamentation, it was an excursion among the arts of poetry. Al-
Suyuti chose examples of poets from the women of Baghdad (Khadija bint Al-Ma’mun, Buran bint
Al-Hasan bin Sahl, Salma Al-Baghdadiya, Shahada bint Omar Al-Abri, Safiya Al-Baghdadi, the
poet, and other female poets). As for the female poets of Andalusia, we find Al-Suyuti in his book
Nuzhat Al-Jalsa’ translating fourteen Andalusian female poets from the collection of biographies of
the book, presenting to them immortal examples of their poetry and mentioning a group of their
stories. And among the women of Morocco and Andalusia (Umm al-Karam bint al-Mu'tasim bin
Samadah, Walada bint al-Mustakfi, Umm al-Saad bint Issam al-Qurtubiyya, Hafsa bint al-Rakouni,
Hafsa bint Hamdoun, Ummat al-Aziz al-Husayniyah al-Sharifa, Hamda bint Ziyad, Qasmunah bint
Ismail bin Baghdala, and Maryam bint Abi Yaqoub al-Qadauli). Umm Al-Ala’ bint Yusuf Al-
Hajjariyya, and others)
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