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Abstract

This comparative study examines the economic empowerment of
craftswomen in Morocco and Saudi Arabia through a dual
analytical lens: a structural-cultural approach and an
institutional-developmental approach. The authors argue that
economic empowerment transcends income generation and
requires dismantling the social and symbolic structures that

reproduce gender inequalities.
Drawing on Pierre Bourdieu’s concepts of symbolic domination
and gendered division of labor, as well as contemporary
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gender-and-development theories, the study shows that the
Moroccan case is shaped by deep-rooted constraints such as
structural illiteracy, patriarchal habitus, and symbolic boundaries
between public and private spaces. These factors limit women’s
access to decision-making and commercial negotiation despite
their central role in production.

In contrast, the Saudi case reflects a profound institutional
transformation driven by Vision Y:Y. with governmental
programs, cultural institutions, and heritage initiatives
contributing to redefining the role of craftswomen within the
creative economy, while challenges remain in achieving
sustainability,  marketing, and integrating crafts into
entrepreneurship.

The study concludes that the comparison reveals two distinct
models: a Moroccan model struggling with entrenched
socio-cultural structures, and a Saudi model driven by institutional
modernization. Ultimately, genuine empowerment requires
combining structural cultural change with institutional reform.
Keywords: Economic Empowerment , Women Artisans

Morocco , Saudi Arabia.
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