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Directive Communicative Discourse in the Diwan of Ka'b ibn Malik

Abstract  Keywords: 

This study, entitled “The Directive Communicative Discourse in the Diwan of Ka„b ibn 
Malik al-Ansari,” examines the mechanisms of directing poetic discourse to influence 
the recipient within the communicative process, as an act of guidance aimed at 
instructing the recipient and rectifying their behavior. The study adopts an analysis of 
the directive strategy employed by the poet in influencing the behavior of the addressee, 
in order to achieve his aims of reform, guidance, and protecting the recipient from harm. 
The research pays particular attention to the linguistic means that contribute to 
embodying this directive function, most notably the imperative verb as a tool of 
direction, direct request, obligation, and exhortation; prohibition, which performs the 
function of warning, prevention, and alerting; as well as interrogation, which assumes an 
indirect function that goes beyond its literal meaning by attracting attention and 
stimulating the recipient‟s thinking. Vocative forms are employed to summon the 
recipient and bring them into the framework of directive discourse, while warning Is 
used to alert them to potential consequences and risks. The study adopts the descriptive-
analytical method to reveal the semantic and pragmatic dimensions of these tools. 
   The study concludes that directive discourse contributes to the effective employment 
of tools that influence the guidance of the recipient, enhancing the sender‟s ability to 
persuade and affect the addressee, and achieving directive, reformative, persuasive, and 
instructive purposes within an effective communicative context. 
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