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Reference in Nizar Qabbani’s Poem “Balqis
T.D Ahmed Saleh Dheyab Al Shehab
University of Mosul / College of Education for Human Sciences
Abstract:

This study examines the phenomenon of reference in Nizar Qabbani’s poem
"Balqis", focusing on its principal devices: pronouns, demonstratives, and relative
nouns, as elements that contribute to textual cohesion and the construction of
meaning. The research aims to uncover the textual and semantic functions performed
by these references within the poem, while highlighting their relation to the
psychological and pragmatic context of discourse. Adopting a descriptive—analytical
method, the study investigates the distribution of references, their internal and
external antecedents, and their role in evoking Balqis, embodying the poet’s grief,
and portraying his stance toward the nation and the perpetrators. The findings reveal
that reference did not merely serve as a tool of textual linkage, but evolved into a
suggestive device that intensifies meaning and shapes the emotional dimension of
the poem.
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