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The Methodology of Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606 AH) in Doctrinal Reasoning
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Abstract

Doctrinal reasoning is considered one of the most prominent topics that theologians have paid
great attention to, as it deals with the evidence and foundations on which Islamic doctrines are
based and is used to defend the fundamentals of religion against doubts and objections. The
methods of scholars in this context have varied according to their intellectual and doctrinal
orientations. While some of them focused mainly on the legal texts as a primary source of
reasoning, others sought to expand the scope of reliance on rational evidence and make it an
essential means of proving and explaining doctrines. Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606 AH)
stood out among the prominent figures who influenced the development of the methodology of
doctrinal reasoning. He was distinguished by combining transmitted and rational evidence, and
he benefited from the sciences of logic and philosophy to establish his arguments and proofs.
This approach was clearly evident in his doctrinal writings, especially in his book “The
Foundation of Sanctification,” which is classified as one of his most important works in
discussing the issues of divine attributes and defending the principles of the Ash’ari school of
thought. Through analyzing Al-Razi’s methodology in this field, one can understand the precise
scientific tools he adopted to address doctrinal issues, in addition to highlighting the role of
reason and its importance in his theological thinking. Furthermore, Al-Raz’s efforts in the
methods of reasoning, discussion, and responding to opponents are evident, which earned hima
prestigious position as one of the most influential theologians in Islamic thought, especially
during the later periods.
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