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Abstract:

Most members of the Russian
political elite were drawn from the
government bureaucracy in Moscow or St.
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stood by Putin and some of whom opposed
his policies. All of this has had a clear
indication of how he dealt with them and
remained steadfast in power from 2000
until 2025.

Keywords: Political elites - Russian
political system - President Vladimir
Putin - War on Ukraine.
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Petersburg, or attained their influential
positions through personal connections
with Russian President Vladimir Putin,
either in St. Petersburg or within the
security services, as will be detailed in
subsequent papers. Only ten percent came
to power through the electoral process, and
another ten percent are businesspeople
who amassed their wealth independently
of any connection to Vladimir Putin.

The elite is divided almost equally
between individuals who wield political
influence solely through their government
positions and those who wield influence
outside of their official roles. Individuals
in the first group are typically quickly
removed from the political scene after
leaving government  service, while
members of the second group tend to
retain their influence regardless of their
official positions at any given time,
remaining influential for extended periods
even after leaving government service.
Both types of elites, whether from the
public or private sector, have played a
significant role and exerted considerable
influence on the Russian political system
during Putin's presidency. As for Russian
President Vladimir Putin, he is one of the
most influential leaders in Russian
political life. Understanding the president's
behavior plays a vital role in analyzing the
course of the Russian political system,
especially since he is considered one of the
unique and influential leaders in Russian
politics since he assumed power in 2000.
Putin's security environment is a major
factor influencing the way he governs in
Russia. The combination of his
intelligence background, his nationalist
leanings, and his strong personality
directly affects how he deals with political,
economic, and social issues. In addition,
Russia is characterized by the presence of
a multi-level political elite, some of whom
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"'~ Meduza, "We expected the war to end":
How Russian political elites feel about the
full-scale invasion of Ukraine dragging
into 2025,
https://www.russiamatters.org/analysis/we
-expected-war-end-how-russian-political-
elites-feel-about-full-scale-invasion-
ukraine

2. Meduza, "We expected the war to end":
How Russian political elites feel about the
full-scale invasion of Ukraine dragging
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in wartime Russia, 2025, center of
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