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Feelings of Inferiority Associated with Past Experiences and their
Relationship to Authoritarian Tendency (Authoritarian Leadership Style)
among Decision-Makers
Asst. Lect. Azhar Qasim Mohammed
Department of Quranic Sciences / College of Education / Sawa University / Al-
Muthanna / Iraq

Abstrac

This research aims to elucidate the correlational relationship between the feeling
of inferiority—viewed as a complex psychological accumulation resulting from
unprocessed past experiences—and authoritarianism, manifested in the
authoritarian leadership style among a sample of decision-makers. The research
problem stems from a fundamental inquiry into the extent to which early
psychological frustrations and latent feelings of inferiority contribute to shaping
"compensatory"” leadership behaviors characterized by rigidity, extreme
centralization, and the imposition of strict control over subordinates. To achieve
the desired objectives, the research adopts the descriptive correlational method,
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deemed appropriate for the nature of the variables, alongside the development
and standardization of two primary instruments: a scale for the feeling of
inferiority based on past contexts, and a scale for authoritarianism in workplace
environments. The theoretical significance of this study highlights an analytical
approach that bridges the literature of depth psychology (particularly the
Adlerian perspective) with the dynamics of modern management and
organizational psychology. It is anticipated that the findings will yield a more
profound understanding of the psychological roots of administrative
authoritarianism, thereby paving the way for designing preventive counseling
and training programs that enhance the mental health of leaders and rid the
institutional climate of the destructive effects of fear-based leadership and
overcompensation (Mclntosh & Rima, 1997).

Keywords: Feeling of Inferiority, Past Experiences, Authoritarianism,
Authoritarian Leadership Style, Decision Makers, Educational Counseling,
Psychological Compensation.
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