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Research summary
A review of the Prophetic traditions (hadiths) in which the Prophet (peace
and blessings be upon him) said, “His past sins will be forgiven,” reveals
that this expression is used to describe the virtue of several great acts of
worship that combine sincerity and righteous deeds, such as fasting during
Ramadan, observing its night prayers, praying on Laylat al-Qadr (the Night
of Decree), and performing the accepted Hajj (pilgrimage). It also includes
some simple acts like performing ablution properly, praying with devotion,
and saying “Amen” in accordance with the angels.
These hadiths demonstrate the vastness of God Almighty’s mercy and His
immense favor upon His servants, as He has made the means of
forgiveness readily available and diverse, encompassing both physical and
spiritual acts of worship. This opens doors of hope for Muslims and
encourages them to hasten towards acts of obedience.
As is evident from the statements of scholars, the forgiveness mentioned
in these texts generally refers to minor sins, while major sins require a
specific repentance that fulfills its conditions. Furthermore, the realization
of this promise of forgiveness is contingent upon sincerity, truthfulness of
intention, seeking reward from God, and conformity of actions to the
Sunnah (Prophetic tradition).

In short, the repetition of this phrase in the Prophetic Sunnah emphasizes
that the path to forgiveness is readily available to those who are sincere
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with God Almighty, and that adhering to acts of worship in the prescribed
manner is a powerful means of expiating sins and elevating one's spiritual
rank.
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