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Abstract

This study examines the employment of historical and heritage figures in
the poetry of Muhammad Mahdi al-Basir and explores the semantic and
artistic dimensions these characters convey within his poetic texts. The
poet drew upon religious, historical, literary, political, and legendary
figures such as Qahtan, Adnan, Pharaoh, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Al-
Hasan Al-Basri, Jamil and Buthayna, Hammurabi, Harun Al-Rashid,
Genghis Khan, Hitler, and Napoleon to express contemporary political,
social, and intellectual concerns.

The study reveals the poet’s ability to employ heritage as a symbolic
instrument for stimulating collective awareness, reviving national spirit,
and connecting the past with the present. It also highlights his use of
religious and historical intertextuality to provide deeper semantic and
aesthetic dimensions to the poetic text. Furthermore, the research
demonstrates the impact of heritage figures on constructing poetic imagery
and enriching the poet’s artistic experience, making his poetry a
distinguished model of contemporary political and intellectual poetry
concerned with the issues and struggles of the nation.
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