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Abstract

This research examines the image of women in classical Arabic
poetry by studying the similes poets drew from elements of nature and the
creatures surrounding them, revealing the sensual and spiritual beauty of
women. The research focuses on several common similes in the Arabic
poetic tradition, such as comparing women to a gazelle, a sandgrouse, the
sun, musk, gold coins, and the narcissus flower, while explaining the
artistic, aesthetic, and psychological connotations these images carry.

The research reveals the Arab poet's ability to employ elements of
the desert environment and nature in constructing the image of women.
These similes were not merely rhetorical embellishments, but rather carried
symbolic dimensions reflecting the Arab society's view of women as
symbols of beauty, modesty, tenderness, and sanctity. The study also
highlights the rhetorical impact of simile in intensifying and enriching the
poetic image with movement and suggestion, as well as demonstrating the
aesthetic sensibility of Arab poets in ancient times. The research adopted a
descriptive analytical approach based on reading poetic texts, analyzing
their rhetorical images, and linking them to their psychological, social, and

artistic contexts, drawing upon ancient and modern linguistic, rhetorical,
and literary sources.
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