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Utilizing tribal social capital to support local development initiatives A field
study in the districts and sub-districts of Al-Diwaniyah Governorate
Dr. Hussein Alawi Abdullah
The importance of this study lies in highlighting the role of informal community
institutions in achieving sustainable development. It explores the mechanisms for
utilizing and investing tribal social capital as a driving force to support local
development initiatives in Al-Diwaniyah Governorate. Tribal social capital refers
to the network of relationships, values of solidarity, mutual trust, and customs that
bind members of the tribe and the local community, guiding their behavior
towards collective action. Given the strategic aim of reshaping human behavior
according to the standards of sustainable development prevalent in societies
today, the research problem is defined by the role of social capital in addressing
the developmental, service-related, and economic challenges facing the districts
and sub-districts of Al-Diwaniyah Governorate. Conversely, there is a significant
tribal and social force with a strong value system and influence that can be
leveraged to bridge developmental gaps resulting from sometimes limited
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governmental resources. The study seeks to answer the central question: How can
tribal ties in Al-Diwaniyah be transformed from traditional social frameworks into
effective development engines that support local projects? The research falls
under the category of descriptive studies, supported by a field study that included
a stratified random sample of tribal sheikhs, dignitaries, civil society activists, and
local officials in several districts and sub-districts of the governorate (such as Al-
Shamiya, Al-Hamza, Afak, and Al-Daghara). Questionnaires and in-depth
interviews were used as the primary data collection tools. The study concluded
with several findings, most notably the existence of a high level of social capital
and solidarity among the tribes of Diwaniyah, which can be leveraged to promote
volunteer work, build social cohesion, and secure financial and in-kind support
for service initiatives (such as education, health, and infrastructure development).
The results also showed that the lack of institutional coordination between tribal
councils and government administrative units reduces the sustainability and long-
term impact of these initiatives. The study also concluded with several
recommendations, including: the need to institutionalize the relationship between
local administrations in districts and sub-districts and tribal communities through
the formation of joint "local development councils"”; leveraging the positive
influence of tribal customs to protect these public projects; and harnessing the
energies of tribal youth towards entrepreneurial and service-oriented initiatives to
benefit their communities.

Keywords: Social capital, tribal, local development
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