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Abstract

This study aims to examine Arab audiences’ attitudes toward the coverage
of normalization with Israel in Arab satellite television channels, and to
explore their perceptions of the media discourse and its influence on
shaping their positions regarding this issue. The researcher adopted the
descriptive field method, employing a questionnaire as the main tool for
data collection from a sample of 600 respondents representing three Arab
countries with differing contexts toward normalization: Iraq
(Baghdad/Center), Lebanon, and the United Arab Emirates.

The findings revealed that most respondents perceive Al-Mayadeen TV as
providing critical and resistant coverage of normalization, focusing on the
political and resistance dimensions, whereas Sky News Arabia tends to
present normalization as a realistic option that promotes regional stability
and development. The results also showed that the Arab audience prefers
watching Al-Mayadeen (44.57%) over Sky News Arabia (41.67%), and
that the overall trend in news coverage is characterized by rejection of
normalization in Iraq and Lebanon, compared with relative neutrality in the
UAE.

The study concludes that Arab satellite media play an active role in shaping
public awareness toward normalization with Israel, and that their news
content reflects an ideological divide between the discourse of resistance
and that of official normalization.
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