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Abstract

This research explores Turkey’s strategic utilization of soft power as a pivotal
instrument of its foreign policy, aimed at consolidating its regional influence. It
seeks to analyze the efficacy of cultural, economic, and diplomatic assets as
mechanisms of attraction that facilitate the expansion of Turkish regional
outreach.Turkey has increasingly leveraged these soft power instruments to
position itself as a preeminent regional actor. Its approach is underpinned by a
diverse array of assets, symbols, and values, including its historical legacy,
geopolitical significance, and military and economic capabilities. Furthermore,
its membership in NATO, balanced relations with Russia and China, and "zero
problems with neighbors" policy serve as critical pillars. This influence is also
reinforced by cultural exports—notably Turkish television dramas—academic
exchange programs (TIKA), and extensive humanitarian assistance
initiatives. The study concludes that in the contemporary global landscape,
Turkish soft power serves as a fundamental cornerstone of its foreign policy
framework, significantly enhancing its international appeal and regional
prestige.

Keywords: "Soft Power"; "Regional Influence"; "Foreign Policy"; "Middle
East"; "Turkey".
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