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Abstract

This research examines the crime of
obstructing  justice, a crime that
undermines the course of criminal justice
and threatens the integrity and
effectiveness of the judiciary. It focuses on
the legal framework in lraqi legislation
and aims to highlight the elements of the
crime, the  perpetrator's  criminal
responsibility, and the prescribed penalties.
The study also analyzes the role of these
provisions in upholding justice and
preventing  corruption in  judicial
proceedings. It reviews the elements of the
crime, including the material element,
represented by the illegal act (such as
providing false information or submitting
forged documents), and the moral element,
which requires the perpetrator's criminal
intent to obstruct justice. The research also
identifies instances of responsibility,
whether individual or resulting from
incitement or complicity. The findings
indicate that Iraqi legislation, through the
articles of the Penal Code, punishes
perpetrators of obstructing justice with
severe penalties ranging from
imprisonment to fines, given their
significant impact on protecting the
integrity of the judiciary and guaranteeing
the rights of litigants. The research
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recommends strengthening  preventive
measures and judicial training to reduce
these crimes, as well as developing
legislation to keep pace with modern
challenges, particularly with the increasing
use of technology in judicial procedures.
Keywords: Criminal protection, course of
justice, crime of obstructing justice, Iraqi
legislation
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