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Abstract

This research addresses the political, urban, and scientific transformations
witnessed by the city of Aleppo during the 7th Hijri century / 13th century
AD, amidst the decline of the Zengid state and the rise of new regional
powers. The conflict between the Zengids and Ayyubids, following the
death of Nur ad-Din Zangi, contributed to the weakening of Zengid
influence, ultimately leading to their complete political demise with the
Mamluk takeover after the Battle of Ain Jalut. Additionally, the Mongol
invasion of Aleppo in 658 AH / 1260 AD marked a turning point in the
city's history, leaving widespread destruction to its urban, religious, and
scientific structures.

Despite these disasters, Aleppo was able to regain its status during the
Mamluk era, witnessing active urban development, including the
rebuilding of city walls, the citadel, markets, and mosques, in addition to
expanding neighborhoods and organizing the water network. On the
scientific front, the city maintained its role as a center of intellectual and
scientific brilliance, supported by schools, the endowment system, and
patronage from rulers and scholars. Sufism, along with the zawiyas and
khangahs, emerged as active spiritual and social forces, contributing to the
establishment of social stability and offering support to the needy. Thus,
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Aleppo’s experience during this century reflects its resilience and ability to
adapt, turning crises into opportunities for reconstruction and revival.
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