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Abstract :

This study investigates the plural
morphology in Kurdish from the
perspective of Natural Morphology.

Kurdish possesses four competing plural
morphemes: -an, -ekan, -at, and -gel.
Using the three core principles of Natural
Morphology transparency,
uniformity, and iconicity each
morpheme is analyzed through Kurdish
sources such as Haji Marif (1979),
Amidi (1987), Mahwi (2010), Saeed
(2013), and Hajar's Hanbane Borine
(1990.(
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The analysis demonstrates that -ekan is
the most natural morpheme and is
predicted to become the dominant
definite plural marker. The morpheme -
an remains strong but is specializing for
indefinite plurality. The morpheme -at
survives through lexical specialization in
commercial and loanwords. In contrast, -
gel fails on all principles due to semantic
opacity and low productivity, and is
undergoing  extinction in  spoken
Kurdish, surviving only in literary
contexts .
Keywords : Transparency, Uniformity,
Iconicity, -an, -ekan, -at, -gel,
Productivity, Morpheme death
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