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Abstract

This research, entitled "The Semiotics of Social Values in the Poetry of
Elia Abu Madi adopts an analytical approach grounded in the semiotic
method of reading poetic discourse in order to uncover the deep semantic
structures that shape the identity of values in his texts. The study proceeds
from the premise that social values in Abu Madi’s poetry do not appear as
direct thematic statements; rather, they are embodied in a network of signs
and symbols that aesthetically reproduce social reality with critical and
humanistic dimensions.

The study focuses on a set of central values, including freedom, belonging,
justice, human compassion, courage, and generosity, demonstrating how
these values are constructed through semantic binaries such as
poverty/wealth,  oppression/freedom, belonging/alienation,  and
strength/weakness. The findings reveal that Abu Madi’s poetic discourse
functions as an interpretive system that symbolically reformulates social
reality, transforming individual experience into a collective discourse that
exposes structural imbalances within society and calls for their
transcendence.

Moreover, the poet employs effective semiotic mechanisms—maost notably
symbolism, personification, semantic contrast, and displacement—in
constructing a poetic world where the self intersects with the objective, and
the real intertwines with the symbolic, thereby granting the text an open
interpretive potential. Ultimately, the semiotics of social values in Abu
Madi’s poetry shape a critical human identity that aspires to establish a
more just and solidaristic society, affirming that for him poetry is not a
passive reflection of reality, but a cultural act that interrogates and
reconstructs it on a semantic level.
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