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The nature of the party system and its impact on the effectiveness of public policies in
semi-democratic systems: A case study of post-2003 Iraq

Assistant Lecturer. Yasmeen Ahmed Rashid
Middle Technical University / Al-Mansour Technical Medical Institute

Abstract: Semi-democratic regimes represent a transitional model characterized by an
incomplete democratic structure; while certain formal mechanisms—such as constitutions,
elections, and political parties—are present, they do not always operate according to established
norms or within a stable institutional framework. Consequently, studying the nature of the party
system in such regimes assumes particular significance, as it reveals the extent to which parties
are capable of fulfilling their genuine functions and the degree to which they contribute to either
bolstering or undermining political stability.

The Iraqi experience following 2003 stands as a prominent example of this type of regime. Iraq
underwent a major political transformation that led to the adoption of multiparty pluralism and
the holding of periodic elections; however, these shifts were accompanied by profound challenges
concerning the structure of the political system, the nature of partisan forces, and the limits of
political institutionalization. This reality was clearly reflected in the nature of the party system
itself, which was characterized by fragmentation, the predominance of sub-national allegiances,
and a dearth of programmatic competition.
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