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Abstract
The Qur’an presents earlier civilizations not as mere historical accounts,

but as paradigmatic models with doctrinal, psychological, and social
significance. Within this perspective, the City of Sheba is portrayed as an
advanced architectural civilization characterized by effective resource
management, organized urban structure, and a balanced relationship
between humans and their environment. Qur’anic verses depict Sheba as
enjoying stability, security, prosperity, and social cohesion, reflecting
harmony between material development and faith-based moral values.
However, this equilibrium did not endure, as civilizational decline ensued
due to doctrinal deviation and moral transgression, in accordance with
divine laws governing societal rise and fall. Thus, a tafsir-based study of
Sheba highlights the close relationship between moral-religious values and

the sustainability of urban civilizations.
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