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Abstract

This study aims to explore the role of social media platforms in
promoting drug trafficking within Iraqi society, through a field
investigation involving a sample of convicted drug dealers and
traffickers in Iraqi prisons. The research is grounded in the hypothesis
that social media has become a fertile ground for illicit promotional
activities, taking advantage of unrestricted access to the public, weak

digital surveillance, and the interactive nature of these platforms.
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The study employed a descriptive analytical methodology and relied
on both questionnaires and interviews to collect data from 350
inmates, both male and female, who were convicted of drug-related

crimes. The s

urvey was designed to examine multiple dimensions, including the
extent of social media use, the nature of promotional content, the

symbolic language and media used, and the

patterns of engagement with target audiences.
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